
American Maine-Anjou Association Embarks 
on Historic 50K Research Project

The American Maine-Anjou Association (AMAA) 
began the 50K Research Project this past spring with 
the goal of  having applicable 50K based data available 
for the printing of  the 2013 Maine-Anjou Sire 
Summary. In order to meet that goal, 1,000 registered 
Maine-Anjou bulls need to have 50K genotypes on file 
and prediction equations validated prior to inclusion 
in the association’s performance and carcass data 
bank. Sires with moderate to high accuracies for 
growth or carcass EPDs are preferred for this research 
and will be given priority for genotyping. The AMAA 
board has provided the funding for this research 
project. Members will not be billed for genotyping of  
sires included in this project.

We Need Your Help!
As of  this writing we are just a little over one-

quarter of  the way to our goal. You can help by 
following the steps listed below; 
● Check the inventory in your semen tank against 
an updated list of  sires already tested which can be 
found at www.maine-anjou.org.
● Send semen not on that list to the AMAA
headquarters, well packed in crush resistant 
packaging. Semen does not need to be frozen. Please 
include the registered names of  bulls supplied along 
with their respective registration number.



● 50K testing will not cost you! The AMAA is paying 
for this research project.
● You do not need to fill out submission forms, 
AMAA will handle all paperwork.
Please follow up and send in as much semen as you 

can on individual bulls, the sooner we reach the 1,000 
bull threshold the sooner we can incorporate this 
new information into the AMAA genetic evaluation 
system.

AMAA 50K Project
What are the Benefits to Me as a Member of  
the American Maine-Anjou Association?

Once prediction equations are in place, young 
low accuracy animals that are genotyped will gain 
immediate added accuracy to their EPD profile. Bulls 
and females that already have high EPD accuracies 
may be slightly enhanced. The primary benefit 
will be the improved accuracy for EPDs of  young 
selection candidates especially for traits like calving 
ease, carcass merit and maternal performance. The 
boost in EPD accuracy resulting from genotyping 
comes independent of  contemporary group size. 
Stop and think how valuable of  a tool this can be for 
future buying and marketing situations. No longer 
do we need to wait for a number of  progeny to be 
registered and have data turned in! The timetable is 
tremendously reduced.

By having the 50K research behind us it gives the 
association a much leveler playing field with other 
breed associations who either already have the 50K 
incorporated in their genetic evaluation system, those 
that are close to incorporating, or those that are in the 
same research phase as AMAA.

When the 50K research is in place we will have the 
needed foundation to build upon and make further 
molecular advancement as those tools are validated 
and become available to the industry. Without this 
base the AMAA stands to lose substantial time and 
needed market share relative to other breeds that have 
moved to adopt molecular breeding values technologies.

Current bulls 
on file - 300

# To reach 
goal - 700

AMAA is Still in Need of Approximately 700 Samples!!

○ Hair samples from registered Maine-Anjou donor dams are acceptable for 
this research project.

○ Hair samples from registered non-parent bull calves are acceptable for 
this research project. (For those having production sales please consider 
sending samples of the registered bulls you will be selling - use it as a 
marketing tool!)

○ Send hair sample (15-20 hair roots from tail switch) to AMAA along with 
registration #. The AMAA will cover cost of genotyping and do all the paperwork.


